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In the reac t ion  of 1 -benzyl -3 ,5 -d imethy lpyrazo le  with butyl-  and naphthylli thium, 1-(o~-lithiobenzyl)- 
3 ,5-d imethylpyrazole  is fo rmed  in good yield in the f i r s t  case ,  while debenzylat ion occurs  just  as smoothly 
in the second. Inasmuch as 1- (~- l i th iobenzyl ) -3 ,5-d imethylpyrazole  is not conver ted  to 3 ,5 -d imethy lpyr -  
azole by the action of naphthylli thium, it can be concluded that rnetal lat ion at the N - C H  2 group is not the 
f i r s t  step in the debenzylation react ion.  Phenyl(1-benzyl-2~imidazolyl )carbinol ,  pheny l (1 -benzy l -2 -benz-  
imidazolyl)carbinol ,  and 2 - (a -aminobenzy l ) - l -benzy lbenz imidazo le  undergo debenzylation under  s i m i l a r  
conditions. The debenzylat ion of phenyl (1-benzyl -2-benzimidazoly l )carb inol  by our  method gives be t t e r  
yields than when sodium in liquid ammonia  is used. 

In the reac t ion  of naphthy!li thium with N-benzylhaloazoles  the reac t ion  may lead to the co r r e spond-  
ing debenzylated organol i thium compounds.  Thus, for  example ,  f r o m  2 - iodo- l -benzy lbenz imidazo le  we 
obtained 1,2-di l i thiobenzimidazole,  the s t ruc tu re  of which was proved  by convers ion  to phenyl(2~benzimid-  
azolyl)carbinol .  All of the reac t ions  with naphthyll i thium were  c a r r i e d  out in t e t rahydrofuran .  
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